Opa i
Zvas endeavouring to pierfe 21‘11: :iviu's’()fh

yes, when the chiries of 4 nei =
the four quarters. So he li e

— Ting church stryey
0 his great astonishment the he he hour,
a

SiX to seven bell went
twelve; th L an from sevenito eight, and re i
—> then stopped. Twelvel gularlyTp to

He touched the T —
Spring of his repeater, to - :
most preposterous clock. Its rapid little 1’11 ; l:orrCCt o
and stopped. pulse beat twelve;

SIeP\/chtgr;.olt i}s]n?t p}c:ssible,’. said Scrooge, ‘that I can have
ugh a whole day and far into i

(S . 3 th
1sn't possible that anything has happene:no s

is i tot
this is twelve at noon?’ he sun,.and

The idea being an alarming one, he scrambled out of

»  Sugetanual

indow. He
ed his W@ to the wint e dressing-gown
ped, 3 gr;)PSt off with th sleeve O  seseeyli T
s the'z%ﬁ—;e anything; and - as still very
pefore hehC 5 could make out was, that 1t Wa% _—
e

d,-and that there was no noise of
.

!and e_gﬁn—elirg:: fro and making a great Stir) as

. ing to 2 e
%gle fumutx'fnably would have been if night had b.eaten
there unquestt ession of the world- This was

. d taken posS i
off bright das a:cause «hree days after sight of this First

¢ Exchange Pay to Mr Ebenezer Scrooge or his order,
(o)

| nd so forth, would have become 2 mere United, Sta
“ 2ecurig if there were no days to COL‘»lIAlﬁt by. N@C)h 2 S
I Scrooge went t0 bed again, and;_thought, and th ngla'lx( 5
| and thought’it Over and :;_o'Ver[and;oyer,»and could m (el
!\ A)thmg of it. The more he thought, the more pe}'plexe

| V)(w he was; and the more he endeavoured not to think, the

a -great relief, b

l more he thought. Marley’s Ghost bothered him exceed-
| ingly. Every time he resolved within himself, after matu're
\ inquiry that it was all'a dream; his mind flew backagain,
like a sifong spring released, to its first position, and
1 presented the same problem to be worked all through,
\ ‘Was it a dreamor not?’ .
\ Scrooge lay in this state until the chimes had gone three
l

quarters more, when he remembered, on a sudden, that

the Ghost had warned him of a visitation: when the bell -

tolled one. He resolved to lie awake until the hour was
passed; and, considering that he could no more go to
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o
ay ;
1s en’ thlS W
p =i o rhaps th
nvj 50 i
ln\c-\ h sk Bio Ong, that he et 1sest
liso, s lo ¢ Sunk into 3 g, 0% n
*Stenin k. a¢ lengyy, it |: “congciy nlce
(3 N 1 N
Ding, dong:  Dickgpre e pon's
Ecro A

itself? said Scrooge,

Nothing e]ger

He Spoke before
did With a

tr iumphantly’ (an d

-d were drawn aside; and Scrooge,
recumben

starting up into a half. attitude, found himself

face to face with the unearthly visitor who drew them: as

close to it as-I am Now to you, and I am standing in the
spirit at your elbow, l

O o e T She 5008

: ike a
{ke a child:-yet not S(;Lper_
. 1' wed through someflrlaving
> i arance O
e im the app¢ =
o hkemm i ga"; :le‘;:lg diminished to adcdoWn
5 et i ck an
- ut its ne :
face-had no
' i . and yet the :
v ety s on the skin.
g PwlfaCk’ Vs he tenderest bloom wih 1 the s
IES inkle'in ity and t and muSCUlg[' e h E: .legs |
m l°ﬂgf uncommon strengtht Its® r
it its hold were OI oS upped
- formed; : iy
dehcatr'e :y-a tunic of the purest white; a
t wo

and-féet, most >
members, bare.
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ﬁ g it would be itself'again

34

< 5 diStinCt and
Are you the Spirit, 5;

me?’ asked Scrooge.
Tam?

The voice was soft and gentle. Singularlj low;

n?stead of being so close beside him,
distance.

as if
it were at a

‘Who, and what are you?” Scrooge demanded.

Very wonder of this,
. clear as ever,

: !

» Whose coming wag foretold to

at

b

-

-

that you are O i
and force me

b
upon my brow!

or any knowledge O

farm the G
«ong P2 7 in if
ture: , body why> !
Sta‘No. Your past: . could not have tOkL an}):ad - Special
perhap$ X ro;ive asked hims o (tingged him to be
anybodY spirit in his ¢2P> ar
desire t0 $€ theag ) |

; ut
the Ghost, «would you SO soon P

the h t I ]'Ve IS il Il()t ellough
-~ . ? :
dly hands, g}l g E

W (o) y W .t 10 "
through hole tralns f ears to ear 1

: :on to offend,
disclaimed all intention 7
g reverentlfy hal:ing wilfully ‘bonneted’ the Spirit

any period of his life. He then made bold to inquire

what business brought him there.

“Your welfare!” said the Ghost.

Scrooge expressed himself much obliged, but could notW

help thinking that a night of unbroken rest would have been, e
tfgﬂ more conducive to that end. The Spirit must have heard

- jFg him thinking for it said immediately:

~ “Your reclamation, then. Take heed!’

4 I\,? It put out its strong hand as it spoke, and ‘clasped himy’
: ~gently by the arm.}(%lj‘,‘w :

‘Rise! and walk with me!’

It would have been in vain for Scrooge to plead that
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- IWasbred iy this place,

%,

ofi thousand odours floatj
ted with a thousa

g in the air, each o
nd thoughts, and hopes, -

—=___1¢ I each o
ws)

and cares long, long,

N/ A

/\hz/\)" Al

( ' .o said the Ghos
&our lip 1S trembling, sal
N L

K?
our chee §
ttered, withan ull

to lead him
I e as a pimples and begged the Ghost to m),v,
v that it W Y, )Y
where he would. o Spirit/ % U0

\ «you recollect the way?’ inquired

ual catchin in his voice,

3

i S | COU.ld
i i € Wlth fe our
‘Remember lﬂ’ crled SCI'OOg TV

2 AW SCruceje Ve
walk it blindfold- /\,\\y\)(ay aalr 2

i anyyears!’ observed
«strange to have forgotten it for so manyy

’ Z oAt
the Ghost. ‘Let us g0 on. QAL el b

They walked along the road; Scrooge recognizing e\;z’l
ate, and post, and tree; untila littl_e market-town ap[.)ed.

: tl’1e distance, with its bridge, its church, and winding
lrri‘ve:r. Some shaggy ponies now were seen trotting towards
them with boys upon their backs, who called to other
boys in country gigs and carts, driven by farmers. All thesr:
\ § boys were in great spirits, and shouted to each other, uthll
' the broad fields were so full of merry music, that the crisp
| air laughed to hear it.
\ “These are but shadows of the things that have been;

1 2 said the Ghost. ‘They have no consciousness of us.
1 g The jocund travellers came on; and as they came,
VX~

; Scrooge knew and named them every onefWhy was he

‘\ rejoiced beyond all bounds to see them! Why did his cold
list d his heart | th "'Why~

| S e glisten, and his heart leap up as they went past! Why

,‘ % < was he filled with gladness when he heard them give each

{ other Merry Christmas, as they parted at crossroads and
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he d1d come,
And valentine;
Orson; there they g0
down in his dr
don’t you se€
upside-down by the
Serve him righ
be married to the Pr

To hear Scrooge €Xpen

ar.ld disclosed a Jo
st';lipyhlipes ofpla;lng’de I
:atzn:;i’y boy was readiz
N upon a form
self as he had used to ’be

fire; and Scrooge

-2 %2 his poor forgotten

for the first time,
said Scrooge
1 And what’s hi
sleep, at the
Itan
he is upon hi
t business had he to

s name, who was put
Gate of Damascus;

’s Groom turned
s head!

awers, @
him! And the Su
Genii; there
t. ’'m glad of it. Wha
incess!’

ding all the earnestness of his_ <
in a most extraordinary voice‘@:i'?

nature on such subjects,
between laughing and crying; and to see his heightened o
-
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. POOr

Esual character.
oy!’ >
();. and cried E )
wish > S 4
> OCroo

pocket ge mut
his Cufrf‘a(nd lOoking aboutter?d,
: ‘but it’s - hlm’
now.

(Wh ‘
at is the matter?’

putting hi
after drvi i5ih

The Gho

) st smil

saying as it did so fd thoughtfully, and

Scrooge’s form. » ‘Let us see another C}vl"i‘:ved its hand:

room became a re r self grew larger at the ristmas!’

shrunk, the wind ittle darker and more di words, and the -

—? r

windows cracked; fragments Ofg; The panels -

aster fell o
laster fell out

Of the Celllllg, and the naked lathS were Show]l 1nstead;
e d)

but how all thi :

this was brr\——\ :
ughtl|about, Scro

’&( oge knew no 77

& RN |
ygd»@gi# _

a’
eryt
agaiﬂ Wk‘\: z
joll h:},;s :"IOC reading nows \1 = e - N
. oly. SEF o8 ooked 2 4 ously t© wards SR
despanrmg );‘ Aing fh s head> lanced @ 5 i) ;-;;1;'
hzu(;:(ﬁl:l 3 = / ] h ‘/0 nger t'h n the boy> ,_;“3}'.‘;
t It OPeﬂe'd; 3 alli ;E:;;lg r arms about his neck, gg;;
Came'dam . .m, z; ddresse him as her ‘Deal dear b"g
and oﬁfn kissing o f 2
% ;re come tO bring YOU home, dear bx.'other‘.’ said Q;
thelch?ld, clapping her tiny ands, and bc‘a’ndmg down t0
laugh- «To bring you home, ome, home: g%
S ‘Home; little Fan? returned the boy-
o oes!” said the child, brim of glee- ‘Home, for good
for ever and ever. I:‘ather is SO much kinder
! spoke sO

.“ Cé—- _andall- Home,
1 j than he ased to be that home’s li
e ne dear night when T was going t© bed, that
e if you might come

id to ask him once
ntmeina coach

id Yes, you should; and se

_And youre to be 2 man! said the child,
d are never 10 come back here; but

all the Christmas long, and have

all the world’

‘l‘ “You are quite a woman, little Fan?

o v COHE - S vert) -

exclaimed the boy-

41
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& offer a glass of ‘somethin

L]

She ¢l

his head?iietdbh?r hands and lay

on tiptoe to emzlng a0 litt]e: laug}eld;land

. race hi ed apa.:

in h 1q: Im. T gai

nothfr: (;hlldlsh €agerness tl(l)en she be 'tl()) ilnd
% 8 loth to go, accompg Lo

terrible voice in the }, Nied her,
Scrooge’s box, there!’ apd : all Eried, ‘g;

a ShiVering
ps llp()n the
the windowS
anter of cyrj-

best-parlour that ever was seen
. » Wh
}V\t:l; :;;c}l{;}i:‘:;lestlal and terrestrialegrlilt)}:ez lr: ;
e W1inecold. Here he produced a dec.
o il in;tz;r;d a block of curiously heavy cak
ments of those dainties to the ;’)s"d
i ng

peo le: a i
p t the same tlme, Sending out ar meagre Serv T
i x ant to
g to the pOStbOy, WhO anSWeIed

\;Q'Ix
t]lat he thallked the gelltlelllall, but lf 1t was the Same
» tap

Vo

&

/ﬂ v 5';‘::‘)
o

,
Pya \.
& D&

St

- trunk bei esgs .
the &xﬂﬁ::rgl ;):dgltl}i he tied on to_the top of the chaise

S J ‘thesc OOhnaStergOOdb i =y R —
odbye right willingly;

42

S . aste T S
S Ie, ster SC
a he had ta te(l ])el() € I[e ]lad Iathe] not I\/I OOge

and getting into it/drove paily

2 s drove gaily down th il

Hicl PR garden-s e
idlag( lwheels‘fd;.as,hlng the hoar-frost'and snow frowee%; the
caves of the evergreens like spray. g

y T aure, homabr hmg
A 'ways a (leh( ate cre t Wi eat 1 |[| Ilave .

,lthered Sald the G
> h
% ost. But She had a large heart-

%
23

4

#

7 3 The Ghost stopped at a certa
2 ‘;%sked Scrooge if he knew it.

S¥

N

eyou're right- I’ll not gainsay

«go she had, ; .
; bid! : 4
% BEiR Go® ;n » said the Ghost, and had, as 1 thi
‘She dled a omall, vs
chi‘ldren.child,» Scrooge returned- : \5:;5‘ g ﬂ
48 d the Ghost. Your nephew! 7~ ;
in his mind; and answere

‘True” Sai
cemed uneasy 1

Scroogs
brieﬂ)’» t moment left the 5Ch001
they had but tha ghfares

Alt}c;otl;lgem, they were now in the busy thorot =

£ a city, where shadowy passengers passed and repasseds
o Sl',ladOWY carts and coaches battled for the way, and
e d tumult of a'real city were. It was made
e dressingwb? the shops, that here too

behin

plain enough, by th : : o
it was Christmas time again; but 1t was evening, and the
streets were lighted up. &'kCK in ag

in warehouse”doorb and

‘Was I apprenticed here?’
They went in. At sight of an old gentleman in a Welch
wig; sitti@%,lfehiﬁd_such a high desk, that if he had been
two. inches taller he must have knocked his head against
the ceiling, Scrooge cried in great ex‘ci_tg_.nent:

‘Why, it’s old Fezziwig! Bless Ris heart; it’s Fezziwig
alive again!” 7
" Old Fezziwig laid down his pen,
clock, which pointe

Know it!’ said Scrooge.

and looked up at the
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] pac@

Exteme

44

hal‘lds

5 ad us i :
‘himself; frjon;esish lssh:)?s)izous e :

Calleq out jp a cq . _orga.n Wy e
Yo ho, there Enbjcfiztzil:ei%?’ = f\,_ioviae i‘ a:nd
_Scroc?ge’s former Self, n, g . N

brlskl I, aceq Panjeq by hig fel] g e
Dic king be Surep ¢ o5

‘Blesg me, yes, € he i,

me, o k

P haye the
hutter Up;’ crieq old Fey,; 8 with P of by
hands, ‘before 4 man ¢, say, Jack Rob n’

You Wouldp’t believe those llows went o
it! They chargeq into the Street wity € shutterg”_ one,
two, three _ had ’ep, Up in thej; Places four, five, six
— barreq ’em and Pinned ’em — seven, eight, nine _ and
came back before You could p,

like racehorseg'

Clear away!
cleared away,

nner
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———Lter, especia]) € Plungeq,
Y- Provideq for"

rest u o
pon his Teappear,
nce,

Im )
out of sight, or pe

The
re 5
were mo rish,
~—

<
re danCe
Sy and the
re were forf o
elts, and

more dances a“d thele was
e ——— ,

X0

~ ogband th ca
ere was a great piece o& and Itheremne " 0

f
i Cold Roast, and there was

=
<

all through the
hold hands with your partner;
: thread—the-needle; and'back
cut so deftly, that he
pon his feet

what woul
zziwig had gone

given time
old Fezziwig and Mrs Fe
dance;:advance andiretire,
bowand curtseys corkscrews;
again to your place; Fezziwig ‘cut’ —
appeared to wink with his legs and came u

again without 2 stagger.
When the clock struck eleven, this domestic ball broke

up. Mr and Mrs Fezziwig took their stations, one on
either side the door, and'shaking hands with every person
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‘It iSn’t i 7 =
that, Spjri ke his fc
» OPIrit, Orme : 2 >
or unhappy; He has the S :onot his latter, sejf
render us hz o
Ppy

to m
ake (0]
ur ser vVice llght Or burden 0.
N me;

—

57 3 ; an

he coul - . ]der nows

again SCrooge = ¢ harsh and rigid
the signs of

f :\'2- the prime of life. :

| _L lines of later years; but it ha

| cager, greedy, 1SS
t had

ice. There was
assion tha

which showe
e the shadow of the growing tree

would faZ.
He was not alone, but sat by the side of a fair young
es there were tears,

dress: in whose €Y'

ght that shone out of the Ghost

irl' in a mourning-
which sparkled in the li
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J X RO\ ' e, )
T R g
% matters little, she sajq

Another i . N\SOftly) ¢
¢ idol has displaced me; 3 o o very lity
n <

comfort s

I have y?u In time to come, a5 | s
No just cause to P ould haye tri
at Idol Ras djs )

< 1 2

A golden one’ Placed you? h rejoin 3 N POa

“This is th . )Olned, Lﬂ.c:’a5
: 1S 1s the even-hL : 2 :
There'is nothin anded dealmg of the WOI.#N% llM(‘d

QU

8 on which:it is so-harg - he s3; _M\c\;m

professes

> to . overty; 3 ’
as the pursuit of wealthr’ condemn with g sand_ ~~

¢ uCh severitve 2 3

You- Tty Lk',-

You-fear the world so much? G | wb
»gently a7

Gain) & :
L » engrosses yous Have | ter‘Passmn)

[\~

= < ?’

‘What then?’ o

wisorhatthen? e etorted ven il have g

> What then? I am not changed to Wh s0 much
\ She shook her head. wards you.

‘Am I?’

both POOI alld content to be SO lllltll n OOd Season, we
] > g
You are Chall ed. en W
it as made, Ou were ano, heI

\ ‘Out contract i o d one It was Illade Whell We were
0 actis an 1 .
.

‘T wa X id i i \ i
s a boy; he said impatiently. AN \\Q/

Your own feeling tells you that

e : you were not what yo
urned. ‘T am. That which promised happir:,esu
s

50

————e

-

2

w}jCAD\ < 1 misery POV

is fraught ¥ ht
= i in he 15 wkeen y ave t_hOug
when W¢ e How often a1 : ¢ 1 have thought ©
that we 3" t;lvo‘ ¢ say. It is enough tha
ill no

y.
g thiz’ : V;: releas€ yoll-’ = \\QX OW
it, and @ Jease? A
16808 everaonth I S SQ,J\)@X\
o

u

‘Have 1 N Ver,

¢fn words: -?, e 5 ther
o what, T in an altered spirit 0 At

nged nature

‘p_a cha s its great end-
%merl—lope i alue in your

atmosphere ©

i im; ‘tell me
. mildly, but with steadiness, upon hun?, 1:; 0",
eel,< me out and try to win me .now. ,_x? !

d to yield to the justice of this supposition

would you §
id, with a struggle, “You think

He seeme
in spite of himself. But he sa1

bl
o 1 could, she answered,

T gladly think otherwise if
L s Truthilike this, 1

‘Heaven knows! When I have learned a

d irresistible it must be. But if you

know how strong an )
yesterday, can even 1 believe

were free today, tOmOITOW,
that you would choose a dowerless girl —you who, in your

very confidence with her, weigh everything by Gain: o5
choosing her, if for a moment you were false enough
to your one guiding principle to do so, do I not know
that your repentance and regret would surely follow? I
do; and I release you. With:a full heart, for the love of
‘him you once were. - :
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b R0 But the relentless Ghost pini

him, she resumeq,
“You may — th

€ Memory of what jg
hope You will — haye Pain in this, A Vep 25t half m

She left him; and the
‘Spirit! said Scrooge,

‘One shadow more]

‘No more!’ cried Scrooge. ‘No more. | dop’
it. Show me no more!’ ¥
and forced him to op, ext,
They Were i aiother serieand places s e
flﬁfg'é or héﬁdsafﬁé{_l_iyg
fire sat a beautify] yo

believed it was the same, untj] he saw h;

matron, sitting opposite her daughterfTH
FIOOM'Was. perfeEj.lyiﬁmulfuous‘f
“dren there, than Scrooge in his agj
could count; and, unlike the cel
they were not forty children ¢
one, but &very’ ch;ldwascotid
consequences were uproariou:
seemed to care;

onducting themselves like
UCHREESEIF Tike forej The
s beyond belief: but ne one
on the contrary, the mother and daughter

<. flave ch >
Y Parted.— \},'s Qué(of B

‘show me N0 more] ¢
' : Londy
home. Why 4o you delight to torture mep ‘ mpe“
exclaimed the Ghost. _

t WlSh to see

€.noise in thig
for there were more chil-

ebrated herd in the poem,

to have
5 hment ed, 1 own, :oht
do 2 apun i arly lik she mig
have €0 Ldit Ifosr uld have d€ d her, that hes of her
loose

ard) and SUCh

he with laughing fac;
rds it the centre O
to greet the

-, now knocking ilte d that s
. diately ens towa
sh imme borne :
- r: plundered dress was just in time
an

. us group, 1 den With
a flushed and bmSt}fcr)(r)ne attended by a man 12
me

. d
houting an
Then the s i
: and presents. o made o
o ‘tOYS and the onslaught t?at ith chairs for
e Strfugghl:i porter! The scaling him w
the defence 5

father, who ca
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: b
J e oy
~ Was recej e S kick .
@D hadq beenvte d! The terribleevelopme t of fwo der a}:;

into hjg mzken in the a¢¢ :::nouncement :'}:I'y Packag,

swalloweg auéh, and was E‘:ltltmg a dolp’s ‘g the bap,
the immeng, Ctlmous turkey, o] a; Suspecteq g;r}l,g"Pan
re > 8lue s
Q and gratitud A of ﬁndmg thi e woOden Vin
k alik o € and e 1sa falsC platter|
e. Itis enough th Cstasy! They ;5 alarm) Th J
. re : O
g\ :’_motlons got out 0:t by degrees o c}ji}dmdescribabl
Ime, up to the ¢, the parloyr and b Ten and the;,
bed, and S0 ¢ P of the h0uS R Y One Stail‘ at
subsided. A, & Where th 4
And now 3 6'.\5"\. €y went to

s € mast
leaning fondly on h'er of the house, having hi ly tharn
at his own fire .dlm, satdown with her anq 1s daughter
%DOther creatur:l e;. and~when he thou hther mother
{might ha\ie'c‘allezlq;-lte as graceful and as ﬁxgll o;hat such
im : P
the haggard wi father; and been a s - Iit?mls'e,
in

- nt PN
AT er of his life, his sight grew very dim
im

- ill3elle,’ said the husband
mile, ‘T saw an old fri
; dfr
Who was it?’ o
‘Guess!’

,fturmng to his wife with a
of yours this afternoon’

v ‘SCro

" ™ Q 0 5 I :

(€ver, when t}, ge looked on more att :“1;) »)d
entive

|

-~

|

S

ow, she added in the same€
d. ‘Mr Scrooge-
d his office windows and 211;
i an had a candle inside, I cot
it was not shut ‘_IP’ . His partner lies upon the pou:lt
\ . Quite alone in

| &

" the Ghost with no visible resistance

<
3
8

/4

i
seeing 1
 gcarcely help . and there he sat alone-
: 4

of deaths T hsarb fieve
el % o ¢
the w?\il:: iau(i) Scrooge in a broken voice, ‘Temove me
‘Spirit e

ws of the things that have
what they are, do not

el Scrooge exclaimed. ‘I cannot bear it!’

the Ghost, and seeing that it looked

in which in some strange way there
wrestled

were fragments of all the faces it had shown him, ,

with it. S :
Leave me! Take me back.{Haunt me no longer!

In the struggle, if that can be called a struggle 1n which
on its own part was un-

disturbed by any effort of its adversary, SCrOOge observed

that its light was burning high and bright; and dimly
connecting that with its influence over him, he seized the
extinguisher-cap, and by a sudden action pressed it down
upon its head. X é@, mw i

The Spirit dropped ben th it, so that the extingbd her
covered its whole form; but though Scrooge pressed it
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down W1th all his force, he could not hide the llght

which streamed from under 1t in an unbro 7 5ot |

upon the ground’r(“'“\

He was conscious of be1ng austed, and overcom;
by an irresistible drowsiness; and, further, of being in his
“own bedroom. He gave the cap a parting squeeze, in which
his hand relaxed; and had barely time to reel to bed, before
he sank into a heavy sleep.
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